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NURSERY & FLORIST 

When planting POTTED trees, evergreens, and shrubs, always take a sharp knife and 
cut into the rootball, up and down, 1” to 2” deep, in 3 places. This will slow the growth 
rate down, and stimulate the plant to develop new feeder roots, and help it get estab-
lished much faster. 

Handle plants carefully. Hold or carry by the container or rootball, not the plant. 
Always dig the hole before removing the plant from the container. 

1. Trim away any roots protruding through drainage holes to facilitate removal of plant. 

2. Plastic containers are generally smooth on the inside.  Tilt the container on its side and gently slide it off 
the root ball, tapping lightly to loosen as needed. 

3. Papier-mâche’ pots should be left intact.  The pot rim should be cut off level with the soil and long slits cut 
into the sides of the pot to promote decomposition. 

4. Dig a hole 50% larger and 
deeper than the size of the 
rootball.  Save the soil you 
remove from the hole. 

5. Loosen packed soil at the 
bottom of the hole.  Mix all 
soil removed with 1/3 peat, 
compost manure, or “Back To 
Nature” for backfill. 

6. Set the plant into the hole on 
the backfill, planting at the 
same depth as it was grown 
in the container. 

7. Continue to backfill around 
the rootball until level with 
existing soil.  Tamp lightly 
and water thoroughly.  

Small Tree or Shrub Planting Detail 

BACKFILL 

How often should I water new plantings? 
Good consistent deep watering for the entire 
first season is critical. When watering, run the 
hose at a steady, but gentle, stream using a 
gentle flow nozzle. Water in the morning hours 
if you can. 

How much water is enough? Too much  

water is just as bad as not enough. Root rot 
and fungus are often results of over watering. 
Watch your soil for dryness and your plants for 
signs of stress. It’s best to let the top of the soil 

dry out between waterings. A long, soaking 
rain may eliminate the need for one watering.  

Suggested watering amounts to apply  

every other day for the first 2-3 weeks: 

• about 10 seconds at the root of perennial 
plants 

• about 20 seconds at the roots of shrubbery 

• at least 60 seconds at the drip line of trees  

After the first 2 or 3 weeks, you may be able to 
decrease your watering to two or three times a 
week.  

1. 2. 3. 

Watering Recommendations  

Our Commitment Shows!  

Every tree and shrub we sell is 

backed by our Guarantee! 
 

Plant Care Suggestions: 
Root Stimulator: A root stimulating hormone 
to increase and speed the development of root 
systems to guarantee successful transplanting. 

Back To Nature (cotton burr compost): A soil 
amendment that is great for breaking down clay 
soils and adding nutrients. Mix 1 part BTN with 

3 parts existing soil in beds and for backfill. 

Organic Plant Food: Use a natural organic 
plant food which will break down gradually 
providing a safe long-lasting food reservoir 
activated throughout the growing season. 
Varieties are available for each type of plant 
(tree and shrub, flowers, acid loving, etc.). 
 

Winter Protection 
Anti-Stress 2000 or Wilt Stop: Spray on all 

plants that hold their leaves in the winter to 
keep winter winds from drying the foliage. It is 
ideal to apply a second coat in February when 
temperatures are over 40° Fahrenheit. 

Mulch: Add mulch over your perennials and 
roses just before the ground freezes to help 
avoid alternate thawing and freezing which will 
injure roots. This layer should be removed  as 
soon as growth starts in early spring.  

Planting Guide 



TREE CARE: 
Handle the tree by the rootball, not the 
trunk. Carefully cut twine wrapped 
around the stem at the top of the 
rootball. Remove the plastic, burlap, or 
container completely. On container 
grown material, be sure to take a knife 
and cut into the rootball at least two 
places, up and down 1” - 2” deep to 
encourage better root development. 

BACKFILL: 
Backfill the hole with a mixture consisting of 
2/3 loosened existing soil and 1/3 organic 
material (e.g. peat moss, composted 
manure, BTN) to improve soil quality. 

MULCH: 
Mulching helps hold in moisture, control 
weeds, and provide protection from 
mowers and trimmers. Mulch an area 
around the tree in proportion with the 
tree size at 3” deep. Leave a small gap 
around the trunk.  

TRUNK WRAP: 
Trunk wrapping may help prevent 
damage from sun exposure. Use a 
stretchable wrapping material. Do 
not allow  wrap or binding to 
constrict the stem. Remove wrap 
during mild weather. 
 

TIES: 
If ties are used to prevent shifting, 
place them low on the stem and 
with slack in the tie material. Wires 
should be placed through tubing or 
hose sections to prevent damage 
to the bark. Flexible plastic ties are 
available. Remove ties as soon as 
the tree can stand alone – about 3 
months, or longer if needed. 
 

PRUNING: 
Remove only broken or badly de-
formed branches. Begin a regular 
pruning program the second or third 
year after planting. 

STAKES: 
Stakes may be used to prevent shift-
ing of the rootball or to protect the 
stem from mowing equipment. Drive 
one or more stakes near the tree but 
not through the roots. Do not drive 
stakes in excavated area. 
 

These procedures may  
be used for planting in  
relatively uncompacted  
soils, or where water will  
percolate through the topsoil layer. 

THE HOLE: 
Dig a hole at least twice the diameter of the 
rootball. Loosen soil 3” deep on the bottom of 
the hole to improve drainage (for heavy clay 
soils, dig a hole 3” deeper and put a 2” layer 
of clean gravel). Plant trees, especially 
evergreens, 2“-3” above grade to improve 
drainage and overall tree survival. For  
best root development, enlarge the  
planting area by removing existing turf,  
then spading or tilling soil in a wide ring. 

Hillermann Nursery & Florist strives to provide the 
highest quality nursery stock available in today’s 
marketplace. We will provide a healthy, vigorous 
plant, true to name. With reasonable maintenance, 
you can enjoy the growth and beauty of the plants 
we provide. We ask that you follow any instructions 
from our professional staff. If at any time you have 
questions, please feel free to call us at 636-239-
6729. 
 

In the event that a tree, shrub, or evergreen* fails to 
survive the first year from the date on which it was 
purchased for self-installation, it will be replaced 
ONCE at the amount of the original purchase price, 
subject to availability. If a replacement plant is not 
available, we reserve the option to give you a store 
credit or a replacement plant of your choice at the 
original purchase price. *Perennial, rose, buddleia, 
abelia, crape myrtle and all ornamental grass plants 
carry a 90 day guarantee.  
 

• KEEP YOUR RECEIPT. THIS GUARANTEE IS NOT 
VALID WITHOUT A RECEIPT. Non Garden Club 
members MUST have a receipt to receive this 
guarantee. Garden Club Members will receive the 
guarantee according to the receipt on file. 

• SALE AND DISCOUNTED PLANTS WILL BE 
REPLACED AT THE ORIGINAL REDUCED 
PURCHASE PRICE. Plants purchased at a discount of 
50% or more are not eligible for the guarantee. 

• THIS GUARANTEE DOES NOT COVER LABOR TO 
PERFORM THE INSTALLATION OF THE 
REPLACEMENT PLANT. 

• GUARANTEE REPLACEMENTS ARE DONE ONE 
TIME ONLY.  REPLACEMENT PLANTS ARE NOT 
GUARANTEED.  

• We reserve the right to refuse any return we deem 
damaged by neglect, drought, lack or excess of 
moisture, frost, fire, flood, tornado, or other severe 
weather conditions (I.E. extreme winter weather) 
vandalism, theft, animals, or any other factors beyond 
Hillermann’s control.  

• THIS GUARANTEE IS VALID ONLY IF THE BILL FOR 
THE MATERIALS AND LABOR PROVIDED HAS 
BEEN PAID IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE TERMS 
AGREED UPON. 

Plant Guarantee 

Every tree and shrub we sell is 

backed by our guarantee. 

WATER: 
Water newly planted trees thoroughly.  
It is important to keep soil moist but not 
wet, until roots become established. 

Containerized or Balled & Burlapped Tree Planting Detail 

The following procedures are optional: 

DO NOT DRIVE STAKES IN EXCAVATED AREA 

BACKFILL 
SOIL 

MULCH 
LAYER 

TIES 
(optional) 

STAKES 
(optional) 

ROOTBALL 


